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EUROPEAN UNION TWINNING PROJECT ON STATISTICS

Department of Statistics of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan (DoS) has partnered up
with Statistics Denmark, The German Federal Statistical Office (Destatis), The Italian
National Institute of Statistics (Istat) and Statistics Lithuania - State Data Agency, with
support from Statistics Finland to implement a 24-month Twinning project on statistics.
Increased capacity at DoS will underpin the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan’s interactions
with the European Union (EU) and support in focusing directly on improving staff skills
and enhancing more efficient processes and structure.

The overall objective of the Twinning Project is to strengthen the capacity of the
Department of Statistics of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan (DoS) in terms of
compilation, analysis and reporting of statistical data in line with International and
European best practices.

The Twinning project has the following two interlinked objectives:

Specific Objective 1. To strengthen and develop Jordan’s business and population
statistics in line with best international practices through the incorporation of
administrative data sources.

Specific Objective 2: To enhance DoS statistical outputs by developing new
policy-oriented statistics and updating and strengthening current methodologies,

particularly for survey-based data.




ALIGNED WITH THE JORDAN ECONOMIC MODERNIZATION VISION
2033

The Jordan Economic Modernization Vision 2033 identified ‘Smart Jordan’ as one of the
Growth Drivers to implement the Economic Modernization Vision. The ‘Smart Jordan’
includes eight sectors where the data provision sector is one of them. This reflects a
national interest to ensure consistent and reliable data sources and a robust Jordanian

statistical system that contributes to timely and informed policy-making.

SUSTAINABILITY

The demand for good official statistics in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has
increased in line with economic and social developments in recent years. Good official
statistics are at the core of evidence-based policy-making and DoS is committed to
providing its users with the high-quality data required for informed decision-making and
to co-ordinate activities across the Jordanian statistical system, in line with the best
international standards.

The project will support DoS and its specialized staff in exchanging knowledge on best
practices and techniques for producing and disseminating high-quality statistics. This will
lead to enhanced international comparable production practices and statistical outputs
according to European and international standards. In addition, high-quality statistics will
facilitate an increased knowledge about e.g., economic, demographic and social
development in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to assist evidence-based

decision-making.




WORKING METHODS

Twinning projects are the European Union instrument for institutional cooperation
between Public Administrations of EU Member States and beneficiary or partner
countries. Twinning projects bring together public sector expertise from EU Member
States and beneficiary countries with the aim of achieving concrete mandatory
operational results through peer-to-peer activities.

The results of the project will be obtained through a dialogue between equal partners,
through employing the transfer of knowledge, including experiences with EU regulations
on statistics and international best practices, that will be implemented through e.g,
seminars and workshops in Amman. Furthermore, study visits to EU Member States will be
organized in order to exchange practical experiences in the field of statistical work.

In addition, cooperation with several data producers from other governmental agencies,
public institutions and private sectors in Jordan will be facilitated in the project. These
institutions are considered the main stakeholders that will also benefit from the Twinning
project’s outcome through better coordination and improved national statistics, which in
turn will benefit all users of statistics in Jordan and abroad.

PROJECT COMPONENTS

The project is structured around three overarching components of relevance across
statistical domains with each component including one or more domain-specific pilots
that can serve as templates for a wider step-by-step implementation. The three
components will focus on:

. Development of an integrated administrative data system
+  Small area statistics
. Enhanced techniques and methodologies for dealing with missing or erroneous data

A stepwise approach is taken in implementing activities of the Twinning project and
reaching the mandatory results (MR). The following pages present the background,
justification, and the most significant expected results of the Twinning project on statistics

in Jordan.




COMPONENT 1: INTEGRATED ADMINISTRATIVE DATA SYSTEM

Mandatory Results (MR): To prepare a roadmap for the development of an integrated
administrative data system for Jordan, and conduct pilot projects on creating an SBR and
strengthening population statistics.

As the development of a fully integrated administrative data system is a long-term
process, that exceeds the project duration. Therefore, the project will focus on two
specific pilot projects where the use of administrative records can address key challenges
currently faced by the DoS. The two pilots will focus on enhancing the Statistical Business
Register (SBR) and the population statistics. These pilot projects will constitute taking the
first steps in rolling out a roadmap for the Jordanian statistical system by providing a
template for expanding the use of administrative data across the wider statistical system
over time.

Component 1 is divided into five sub-components with the following mandatory
results:

MR 1.1: Compile an inventory of administrative data on businesses and households and an
indicative roadmap for inclusion in an integrated administrative data system

MR 1.2: Pilot project to develop a strategy for integrating administrative data sources for
the purposes of creating an SBR for Jordan

MR 1.3: Pilot project on how available administrative records can be used to strengthen
population statistics and inform the framing of the General Population and Houses

Census 2025 questionnaire

MR 1.4: Develop strategy for ensuring flows of data between the DoS and counterpart
institutions are established on an ongoing basis for the pilot projects above

MR 1.5: Implement training programmes and develop training materials both within DoS

and with partner institutions on the use of administrative records for statistical purposes




COMPONENT 2: SMALL AREA STATISTICS (SAS)

Mandatory Results (MR): To review and develop the source data and methodology for
producing Small Area Statistics.

Small area estimation is important in light of the increasing demand for statistical output
for small geographic areas and sub-population groups. It is also important for the
purposes of monitoring Sustainable Development Indicators. Traditional sample surveys
design does not contribute in obtaining direct small area estimations, instead, valid
statistical models can provide more accurate data for small areas and populations. This
component will focus on small area estimation related to poverty and expand the
methodology to other statistical areas and domains within DoS.

Component 2 is divided into four sub-components with the following mandatory
results:

MR 2.1: Pilot project to assess inclusion of administrative and other external data sources
in the development of SAS and action plan developed

MR 2.2: Develop methodology for producing SAS on poverty and provide
recommendations on how this methodology can be applied to other areas within the
DoS

MR 2.3: Develop training programs and manuals for use in the DoS and partner
institutions based on pilot project outcomes

MR 2.4: Implement communication strategy with stakeholders on strengthening small

area statistics




COMPONENT 3: MISSING OR ERRONEOUS DATA

Mandatory Results: To develop strategy for dealing with missing or erroneous data.

Surveys are a key source for providing accurate statistical data for users. However, missing
or erroneous data in surveys is considered a significant challenge in providing data, and
can often undermine the level of reliability in survey-based results. Response rates and
data quality have been identified as one of the areas that can be improved for some of
the surveys conducted by the DoS. Moreover, the Twinning project will review the level of
missing or erroneous data in the DoS surveys, and develop strategies to improve data
quality and increase the response rates in the most affected surveys.

Component 3 is divided into four sub-components with the following mandatory
results:

MR 3.1: Review current methodology for dealing with missing or erroneous data by sector,
and make recommmendations

MR 3.2: Explore how administrative data can help update the farm register, improve the
sampling framework for agricultural surveys and enhance agricultural statistics

MR 3.3: Review quality framework for survey data and make recommendations

MR 3.4: Review and update training programs and manuals for DoS staff, and provide

training to survey respondents




PROJECT MANAGEMENT TEAM AND CONTACT INFORMATION:

C IN JORDAN

Resident Twinning Adviser (RTA)

Dr. Charlotte Nielsen

Senior Adviser, InternationalConsulting
Statistics Denmark

Phone: +962 7 92655674 / +45 4024 8919
Email: cin@dst.dk

RTA Counterpart

Eng. Mohammad Khalaf

Director of Sustainable Development Unit
Department of Statistics

Phone: +962 7 95880413

Email: moh.khalaf@dos.gov.jo

RTA Assistant

Ms. Hala Al-Abdallat

Phone: +962 7 92289595

Email: rta.twinning.aa@gmail.com

RTA Language Assistant

Ms. Zaina Amireh

Phone: +962 7 91469984

Email: zainaamireh3@gmail.com
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EU Member State Project Leader - Denmark
Mr. Peter Bohnstedt Anan Hansen

Chief Adviser, International Consulting
Statistics Denmark

Email: : pah@dst.dk

Junior Project Leader - Germany

Mr. Christoph Unger

Vice President

Federal Statistical Office (Destatis)
Email: : Christoph.Unger@destatis.de

Junior Project Leader - Italy

Ms. Marina Gandolfo

Head of Division for International Affairs
Italian National Institute of Statistics (Istat)
Email: gandolfo@istat.it

Junior Project Leader - Lithuania

Ms. Raimonda Simiené

Chief Specialist, European Affairs and
International Cooperation Division
Statistics Lithuania. State Agency
Email: : raimonda.Simiene@stat.gov.It

This publication was produced with the financial support of the European Union.Its contents
are the sole responsibility of Twinning partners and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
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